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July 24. 2003

Hononbk Donald T.. Ev~l1s
SeCte~ of Cornmttce
Hcrbe.tt C. Hoovet Building
14m S~t and C0I15timtion Avenue. NW
Walhifl3tOn, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Secrel31'Y:

As a Long Island busines$~ concuned about the fuuue of the ~onomic vubility
both thc l~land ~nd tbc: '!ti-Statt l'egion.l_aIn war.ng ill S~pCLt of a.o:.app::4l submittr.d by
I.aa.odu East, u.C to ovemun d\e de.nial by Ute C<:,onectialt Depar~e.n\ cf Envi.l:onmcncal
PLOtection (DEp) ~ ptoposed construction of the Islande; East pipeli13c.

The Fcdetal Enew RegulatOry Commis,ion (FERq aWald~d d\is projeet a
~~ni6cat~ "f public CODven:cnce and ~c~ssiry" lut -Septcmber. The pipelinf' is dcspemtdy
needed ro bencfir me public interest by increasing thc teli~bility ~nd ~bility of d.c
mtentatc pipeline grid,

1 live 00 an isJa11d with limited electric generation 5itcs and few tr2nsmission lines.
Even with $rate rcgWauOD$ l\imed at streamlining the ~pplit;a.tion E'rocess, proposed ~tcs are
ycu in t\'le appcov!'1 process. "Businesses need arford~ble and re1iable ent:rgy supplies. We
ha.ve JO5[ many la1ge companies co other regions with lou.er ekcr-ric rnr£!:- Paying through
d\c oose for electricity puts companies in oUr region at .hugc disadva.nlRgc; both in
1rtraCring aDd kceping t2lcnted employees and also when competing for CUStomen.

Long Island', energy pl~tI.1te has agtin stAbilized, after JD()re th:I.n a decJde of
disroprion And conf113ion. We muSt: do evefYthing within OUt power to bolst~r 8nergy
reliabilit)- in our ter)on. We necd co make sure 01.1( energy dccisions deJiwr benefits for me
long !Un. W~ tan achieve this mrough thc c:omplerion and opCNtion of the Islander East

t:Qndvit;

It is impotT'-n[ to emphasize that thc lslandcr Eas:: pipeline ulfil nlso will bolSter me
Co~necricut economy. In ~ddicion. by promoting the use ot" dean. safe ~\lpp1ies of
coodn~tal mtuul gas, me pipcene helps ouz aret deac:ase our d'"P~ndet1c~ ~ impone~ oil.
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UNITeD STATES QBPARTM8NT O~ COMM8ACE
Nat:lo"al Dce."~ and AemGapheric Admlniwcracton
Wasnington. C.C. 20230

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL.

Mr. Steven A. Moll
President
Island Public Affairs
34 East Main Street. #359
Smithtown, New Yoric 11787

Dear Mr. Moll:

Thank you for writing to Secretary Evans concerning the Islander East Pipeline Company's
administrative appeal filed under the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and currently
pending before thc Department of Commerce. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Ailininistration (NOAA) processes many aspccts ofCZMA appeals for the Secretary of
Commerce, and therefore was asked to respond to your corrcspondence.

YQur letter supports Islander East's proposed natural gas pipeline and urges the Department to
override the State of Connecticut's objection to the project. Your letter will be included in the
administrative record on which the Secretary relies in deciding the appeal. As you may be aware,
the Department recently resumed processing the appeal following Connecticut's reiteratiQn of its
objection to the pipeline project in connection with a proccdural request made by Islander East.
Additiona1 information Tegarding both procccd1ngs in the appeal and documents comprising the
administrative record may be found at the Department's CZMA appeals website
www.ogc.doc.gov/czma.hrm.

Thank you again for YOUT views un this important matter.

Sincerely,

,,~~~'1""') l JI A.-~IA/(..,v
James R. Walpole
General Counsel


